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PRESIDENT’S REPORT - CATHY KISS 
 
Another year has passed with such positive reflections on our achievements 
and successes.   
 
This year we have worked on a number of priorities identified in our Strategic 
Plan.  Among these priorities, I would like to acknowledge the significant 
work achieved by the Resources and Governance Committee.  This 
committee replaced the previous “Executive Committee”, with the defined 
purpose of ensuring the optimum financial, governance and management 
performance of the organization.  I want to thank the members of this 
Committee - Felix Hemingway, Danny Wain, Paul Grover and Cormac 
McCarthy for their work.  The results of their work to strengthen the 
organization are already evident.  I am particularly grateful to Felix for 
stepping into the President’s role, and to Cormac for joining this committee, 
while I was taking my long service leave. 
 
Equally importantly, I want to recognize the work of the PRAV Committee of 
Management.  This group of remarkable people all contribute so much to play 
and to the organization.  We would not be able to achieve what we can 
without such input.  Thank you all. 
 
We extend our thanks to Sport and Recreation Victoria and the Department 
for Planning and Community Development for ongoing funding and support.  
In particular, we would like to thank Philip Saikaly for his genuine interest 
and support of PRAV.  We are also pleased to continue the Service and 
Funding agreement with the Department of Human Services for our services 
to Early Childhood services. 
 
We thank Pitcher Partners for their continuing support as our honorary 
auditors. Their service is carried out with skill and professionalism, and it is 
hugely appreciated. We also thank our legal advisor, Roly Hassell, of Hassell 
and Byrne, and our Access consultant, Dale Sheppard, of Access Solutions 
National.  Thank you both for your advice and assistance this year. 
 
On behalf of all the Committee and PRAV members, I extend our thanks to 
Barbara Champion, Executive Director of PRAV.  Barbara is the key to many 
of PRAV’s successes and achievements.  In particular, her work in the 
development of networks around Australia is outstanding.  Thank you 
Barbara, for your dedication and commitment to PRAV and for your work in 
promoting so enthusiastically the value of play.   
 
For some time now, we have been considering the need and requests for 
there to be a national organization to better promote play around Australia.  
The Committee has decided that the time is now here to pursue this goal.  In 
the year ahead, I am excited to be part of the Committee’s initiative to 
establish Play Australia.   
 
Thank you for your continued interest in and support of PRAV. 
 

 
Cathy Kiss 
President 



 

 
 

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

BARBARA CHAMPION 

 
 
 

1.     Membership  
Membership continues to increase, particularly from outside Victoria. There 
are now approx. 420 members from across Australia with the addition of 
some members from New Zealand.   

 
2.     Presentations 

The Executive Director, President and members of the Committee made a 
number of presentations during the year to Local Government, Schools and 
Early Childhood forums, private sector seminars, and PRAV programs often 
in partnership with other organizations.  

 
3.     Advisory Service 

The number of inquiries to PRAV for advice and assistance from members 
and members of the public from interstate and rural Victoria, from Local 
Government and the Early Childhood sector continues to increase.  It is 
clear that the profile of PRAV is regularly on the up, and our relationship 
with key stakeholders continues to be significant in the further development 
of the organization.  

 
4.     Design advice and response to playground designs and tender briefs 

A commitment to the development of playspace strategies, continues to 
grow across the country, and there has been a significant increase in the 
number of landscape architects in private practice involved in the 
development of plans for playspaces, particular; for the development 
community. Some of these companies have become members of PRAV, and 
the ED has spent considerable time with private sector designers. 

 
5.     Early Childhood 

PRAV members have provided training for the Early Years sector during the 
last year, in a diversity and variety of settings across Australia, and we 
thank Sue Elliott, Pattie Morgan and Deb Moore for their work in delivering 
training for the Community Child Care program. 

 
In 2010 we plan to conduct a series of programs for both Early Childhood 
services and Schools, under the banner of the Early Years. 

 
6.     Schools 

Not much activity has engaged PRAV over the last 12 months, and given 
the needs of schools, in both government and non government we hope to 
give this sector greater attention in 2010. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
7.     Playground Standards 

There is little of any significance to report on the Standards development 
process this year. In Australia we now have a very comprehensive set of 
Standards applicable for playgrounds and thus any future activity is likely to 
be in the form of minor amendment. The most pleasing outcome has been 
the preparedness of most people with expertise in the industry to freely 
offer their advice given that there will always be a need for collaboration 
given that there is no correct position on a number of key design questions.  

 
We enjoyed a stimulating forum during the year with Robin Sutcliffe, play 
equipment manufacturer from the UK who provided a presentation on the 
document, Managing Risk in Play Provision: Implementation Guide by 
David Ball, Tim Gill and Bernard Spiegal. 
  
This document is of enormous significance to PRAV and at a subsequent 
meeting of the Committee of Management it was decided to formally adopt 
the policy outlined in the document and to work towards its implementation 
throughout Australia.  

 
PRAV welcomes this document as a practical guide for those who are responsible 
for play provision in Australia. Whilst written specifically for playspace designers, it 
also acknowledges the many settings where children play such as school 
playgrounds, natural outdoor environments and sports and leisure services. The 
document not only gives practical advice but, importantly, contextualises the 
information in a theoretical base. The importance of free play involving risk is 
explained. The point is clearly made that children are innate risk takers and when 
opportunity is removed for this in play situations, they may seek it elsewhere in 
inappropriate and dangerous situations.  
 
The focus of this document is that the challenge for play providers is to allow 
children to take risks when they play, without putting them in undue danger of 
serious harm. In Australia, as in many other parts of the world, the majority of 
children live over protected lives. Their opportunities for free, unsupervised play are 
minimal and risk taking during play is largely “squashed” by adults. The reasons for 
this situation are the same here as in many other places, a fear that children will be 
injured, a fear that they are vulnerable and an adult population who doesn’t 
remember that risk taking was an important element of their own childhood play.  
 
Today many adults have forgotten that children are capable problem solvers who 
need chances to try. In this document consideration is given to the impact of 
government policy on play provision. Australian play providers will need to adapt 
this section of the document to meet Australian government policy and local 
standards, however the general definitions of terms such as “safe”, “hazard”, 
“harm” and “risk” will be useful to Australian readers. By understanding the 
importance of risk taking during play, this guide will assist play providers to ensure 
that children are not exposed to unacceptable levels of danger.  
 
The risk-benefit assessment process outlined in this document should provide “a 
sound and reasonable defence against liability claims and prosecutions.” The 
importance of play providers having a clear play policy that states the values, 
understandings, principles and criteria is emphasized as this should form the 
foundation of the risk-benefit assessment process.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
A series of diagrams and tables guide the reader through the process of assessing 
risk management and in addition, a guide for technical inspection of playspaces is 
included.It is particularly pleasing to see the acknowledgement of common sense, 
experience and expertise in this process. By including a number of hypothetical 
examples of how this process can work, readers questions are clarified. In addition, 
specific case studies provide focused use of the process, making it a real and 
valuable resource.  
 
In conclusion, the writers make a call for policy and cultural change that ensures 
children move from childhood equipped with the life skills they need to face the 
challenges of the adult world. Play environments where risk is eliminated are not 
beneficial but could in fact be damaging. PRAV is devoted to promoting the child’s 
right to play and as the Australian branch of the IPA, applauds this document as a 
valuable resource to strengthen the case for risk-balance assessment by Australian 
play provision providers. 

 
8.     Industry 

Our industry members have enjoyed considerable successful over recent 
years, which may see some strains in the immediate future, given the 
changes in the economic environment.  

 
Suppliers play an important role in the provision of play, and we thank them 
for their work, and support of the industry at large. 
 

9.     Training  
PRAV continues to provide programs both in Victoria and throughout 
Australia, particularly in partnership with Parks and Leisure Australia, and 
other organizations with similar interests. Partnership with AILA has 
delivered a number of forums for landscape architects who are members of 
AILA who work in the design of playspaces in Melbourne.  

 
10. Partnerships 

Given PRAV’s limited resources, we continue to be committed to work with 
other organizations in both the delivery of quality training, and the provision 
of design advice, and  

 
We wish to thank our key partners for their collaboration and support over 
the last year in their commitment to play. 

 
11. Local Government 

The Local Government PLAY Network continues to be an exemplary model 
for industry support and innovation.  At the end of 2009 there will have 
been 18 meetings of the Network. Thanks to Cormac McCarthy and Neil 
Bailey for their continued support for the development of the network, in 
consultation with PRAV members in Local Government and other peak 
bodies. Thanks to our members in councils who have hosted meetings and 
provided really inspiring programs.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

12. Strategic Plan 2007 – 2110 
PRAV continues to follow the objectives of our second Strategic Plan, and 
significant attention has focused on governance related issues.  We have 
established a Resources and Governance Committee recently, and we thank 
the members of this Committee.  

 
The development of PLAY AUSTRALIA has been a priority over recent 
months, and we are hopeful that this will happen in early 2010.  

 
13. PRAV All Member Forums 

A program of forums for all PRAV members and PLA members have been 
conducted during the last financial year with very large participation from 
across both organizations. Program as detailed below. 

 
Date/Time Venue Host Topics Presenters 

Thursday  
23rd April 

 
1.00pm – 
3.30pm 

 

Knox City 
Council 

511 Burwood 
Highway 
Wantirna 

South 
 

Ray Crossley 
 

Knox City 
Council 

Project  
management: 
 
 
 

A PRAV only 
event. 

Ray Crossley 
Mary Jeavons 
John Arena 

Wednesday 
3rd June 

 
 

 

Whitehorse 
City Council 
Springvale 

Road, 
Nunawading 

Recreation 
Coordinator 
Whitehorse 
City Council 

Dogs in public 
open space 

 
 

A PRAV/PLA 
event. 

Facilitated by Vicki 
Davidson. Quest 

Consulting 
 

Presenters from 
across the spectrum 

of interests  
 

Tuesday 
14th July 

 
11.00am – 

3.30pm 
 

Geelong 
foreshore 

and City of 
Greater 
Geelong 

Steve 
Bentley 
City of 
Greater 

Geelong and 
 

Planning for 
Young People in 
public open 
space: 
 

A PRAV/PLA 
event. 

Aaron Wallis, Convic 
Design 
Sally Jeavons, 
@leisure and others 
Steve Bentley, COGG 
 

Tuesday  
6th October 

Manningham 
City Council 

699 Doncaster 
Road 

Doncaster 
 

Open Space 
Planning Team 

 
Manningham 
City Council 

Use of art in public 
open space: 
 
 
A PRAV/PLA event. 

10 artists with diverse 
backgrounds and 

experience 

Thursday  
12th 

November 

City of Greater 
Bendigo 

Barry 
Secombe 

City of Greater 
Bendigo 

Child Friendly 
Cities, streetscapes, 
play strategy, 
interesting Bendigo 
activity 
 
A PRAV/PLA event. 
 

To be deferred to 2010 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

14. IPA 
As the Australian member of the International Association for the Child’s 
Right to Play (IPA) PRAV collects individual memberships from across the 
country and forwards to the IPA on behalf of members.  

 
PRAV is strongly committed to the future of the IPA inspite of the difficulties 
in participating in activities in person, given our place in the globe.   

 
We believe it is important for workers in play in particular, to be able to 
access good practice and to learn from each other’s knowledge and 
experience. 

 
The next world conference will be held in Cardiff in 2011 and will hopefully 
be attended by many Australian PRAV/IPA members who will play a 
significant role in the conference, by way of presentations, workshops and 
plenary sessions. 

 
15.  PRAV Awards 

In conjunction with Parks & Leisure Australia the PRAV Annual Awards 
continue to receive significant interest and support.  This has been an 
excellent development for play in Australia and we thank Garry Henshall 
and PLA for their commitment to this initiative.  

 
The winners for 2008 were: 
 
Macalister Park Maffra, Wellington Shire Council and Ric McConaghy, and  

Laurence Park, Townsville City Council 

SPECIAL AWARD 
Caroline Springs Community Youth Activity Node, Melton Shire Council and 
CONVIC 
 
PRAV PRESIDENTS AWARD 
Wombat Bend, Manningham City Council and Ric McConaghy 
 
HIGHLY COMMENDED 
Harmony Park, Coburg, Moreland City Council and Mary Jeavons LA 
Tusmore Park, Burnside City Council and Ric McConaghy 
 
 
Congratulations to the winners and thanks to our members who spent time 
and energy submitting excellent applications. All playspaces entered into 
the Awards can be viewed on the PRAV website. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

16. Thanks 
Thanks to the following people for their significant contribution to the 
operation of PRAV this year. 

 
Stephanie Sarpa of Pitcher Partners under the guidance of Kate Maloney, 
undertook the annual audit with considerable patience and care, Roland 
Hassall, PRAV’s Hon. Solicitor, and to Mike Hines, our extraordinarily patient 
and delightful book-keeper. 
 
My thanks as always to Claudia Cepin of Freesoul Design.  Claudia assists 
me with design, website and communication matters and plays an 
extremely important role in my work at PRAV. She is always willing to 
support me for which I am extraordinarily grateful. Recently we commenced 
using a new Newsletter system which is working brilliantly, from all reports, 
and our new website will be up and running by March 2010. Thanks Claudia.  
 
Finally, I wish to thank the members of the Committee for their continued 
commitment to PRAV and for their personal support provided to me over 
the last 12 months. Thanks in particular to Cathy Kiss, the President for her 
professional commitment to the organization and her personal support to 
me.    
 
Committee members make a remarkable commitment not just in the giving 
of their time and expertise to PRAV and its activities, but to the promotion 
of play, and therefore to the growth and development of children in the 
community at large, and we thank them for their contribution. 
 

 
 

Barbara Champion 
Executive Director 

 
  

LIFE MEMBERS 
 
 

Dame Phyllis Frost 
(deceased) 

 

Nan Lukey 
 

Herman Blenk 
 

D. Bell 
 

Jane Tindale 
 

Lily Schmidt 
(deceased) 

 
Geoff Howell  
(deceased) 

 

Joan Matheson 
(deceased) 

 

Kathy Boyle 
 

Ian Scott 
 

Sally Jeavons 
 

Jeff Speake 

Mary Jeavons 
 

Ric Bouvier 
 

Mrs. Dobson 
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