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Acknowledgement of Country

— | would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which | work, Wadawurrung
land and where | live and present to you today, Bunurong land. | pay my respects to elders, past,
present and emerging.



What 1s Nature
Kinder?

— Provides an outdoor learning space which allows
children to explore and engage in the world around
them.

— Children are provided freedom to explore new
surroundings and discover new and challenging ways to
play and learn.




Benetits of Nature Kinder

— Learn about local cultural and geographical relevance- eg. indigenous
perspective and history and local community groups

— Be a part of the junior rangers program- facilitated by local ranger
— Education about sustainability and caring for our environment

— Children have the advantage of the kindergarten program being
offered in two spaces that allows for different learning opportunities

— Engagement with the local Karen community

— Children are able to practice risk management with the supervision of
their educators

“Don’t just tell children about the world. Show them.”

Penny Whitehouse




The planting of a
seed....




Where Do I Start?



Research

Children &
Nature Network

https://



http://www.childrenandnature.org/







Links to our Centre and
Personal Philosophy

Children are strong capable learners and must have some control over their learning

Children must be able to learn through experiences of listening, moving, touching, seeing and hearing

Children must be given the time and opportunity to ask, answer, explore, experiment, investigate and just be at
the pace they choose

Exploration, education and investigation around the first peoples of this nation (Aboriginal and Torres Straight
Islander peoples) are necessary in the growth of children’s understanding and development of our society and
our country’s history, further developing empathy and caring towards others




Curriculum Links

— Victorian Early Years Learning and
Development Framework Outcomes

(VEYLDF):

Outcome 1: Children have a strong sense of
identity

Outcome 2: Children are connected with and
contribute to their world

Outcome 3: Children have a strong sense of
wellbeing

Outcome 4: Children are confident and involved
learners

Outcome 5: Children are effective
communicators
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3)
4)

5)
6)
7)

8)

Practice Principles (VEYLDF)

Reflective Practice
Partnerships with families

High expectations for every child

Respectful relationships and responsive
engagement

Equity and Diversity
Assessment for learning and development

Integrated teaching and learning
approaches

Partnerships with professionals



Project Brief




Consider the following questions...

Why do you want to offer a nature kinder program?

What does the research tell us about learning in nature?

What are your personal experiences, and do they
provide enthusiasm or fear about implementing a nature
kinder program?

Why Nature
Kinder?



The Nitty-Gritties



Excursion Permission
Form

—Multiple dates were included on the permission form and the parents were
asked to tick to acknowledge the dates.

— Risk assessment was completed in conjunction with the local Rangers.

— Have you considered a benefit risk assessment?




Parks Victoria

A wellbeing induction is a requirement
from Parks Victoria but also supports
the development of your risk
assessment as the Rangers have expert
knowledge of the local area

Parks Victoria require all excursions to be
registered through Park Connect. You
create an online account and register your
excursion. There is also a space to upload
your risk assessment and educators first
aid qualifications.




Challenges



Children wear high vis vests along with a badge that has our
number on it.

Safety We had extra supervision from helpers at each of the session.

Educators had many discussions about potential safety issues and
preventative measures












Junior Ranger
Program-
Hsar

Children were able to learn about Hsar’s
culture and his house in Myanmar and how
he used to fish. The children were also able
to plant a succulent to take home.




Logistics

— Parents to drop children off at
nature Kinder site at 9am

— We will walk to the public bus
just outside of Werribee park

— 2022 will look a little different



Discoveries

— Children were offered some resources to
document their learning.

— These resources are kept in a locked room
at Werribee Park.




Staft and parent
volunteers

— There will be 3 staff members: Ratio of 1:11 as
required by the Education and Care Services National
Regulations (2011)

— At least two parent helpers per session: If you are able
to help you will need to apply for a working with
children check (WWCC). Please see your child’s
teacher if you require some assistance. There will be a
roster available to volunteer your time






Nature Kinder Training
Opportunities

ECOLN: 3 day training package including a Early Life Foundations:Bush Kinder-

bush kinder site visit. Starting an Outdoor Learning Program- 3-
https://earlychildhoodoutdoorlearning.we hour online session

ebly.com/

https://earlylife.com.au/events/102-bush-
kinder-starting-an-outdoor-learning-
program-online-event/

Both of these training sessions are available on the School
Readiness Funding Menu


https://earlylife.com.au/events/102-bush-kinder-starting-an-outdoor-learning-program-online-event/
https://earlychildhoodoutdoorlearning.weebly.com/

Further Information

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/providers/regulation/Pages/bushkinders.aspx
http://www.wgkg.vic.edu.au/Home-Westgarth-Kindergarten
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/get-into-nature/learning-in-nature/early-learning-outdoors
https://earlychildhoodoutdoorlearning.weebly.com/
https://sustainabilitylc.education.tas.edu.au/programs/
https://www.childrenandnature.org/

https://earlychildhoodoutdoorlearning.weebly.com/


https://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/providers/regulation/Pages/bushkinders.aspx
http://www.wgkg.vic.edu.au/Home-Westgarth-Kindergarten
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/get-into-nature/learning-in-nature/early-learning-outdoors
https://earlychildhoodoutdoorlearning.weebly.com/
https://sustainabilitylc.education.tas.edu.au/programs/
https://www.childrenandnature.org/
https://earlychildhoodoutdoorlearning.weebly.com/

Bush kinder

Claire warden - mind stretches
Sue Elliot

What do they see think and wonder?
Fauna and flora discovery

Snake awareness- cross arms to signal
Mobile phone to group message parents
Welcome to country

Use sticks or ricks to define space

What would we bring to the sessions? No tools or resources?
Need to sell to reluctant families or educators

Utas tree flip, poo flip

Tree shake, white cloth underneath
Creek water in Petri dish

Sue Elliot

Doug fagar- westgarth

Risk assessments

Ratios

Do we need permission from local aboriginal elders
Fluro vests for whole group

Protocol for weather

Books

Stick and stones

Land love
Floorboard for documentation. Children document and the we print photos and reflect at next
session at kinder

DET Tasmania- Look at website for bush kinder ideas
The Orb

Contact parks vic for info
Local ranger to help in selection of site

https://parkweb.vic.gov.au/  data/assets/pdf file/0003/717573/Bush-Kinder-Handbook.pdf

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/providers/regulation/Pages/bushkinders.aspx

https://earlychildhoodoutdoorlearning.weebly.com/

https://www.kidsinnaturenetwork.org.au/books-guides



http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/providers/regulation/Pages/bushkinders.aspx
http://www.kidsinnaturenetwork.org.au/books-guides

