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Side by side 

We can never feel what they felt.
We can never see what they saw.
We can never lose what they lost.

But we can listen.
And we can learn.
And we can try. 

We can walk 
side by side,
as we journey together
into a better world. 
A more united world.

We shall never forget
the wrongs of the past, 
nor sit in their shadows, 
together we will find 
a new light. 

Jason Tyndall, 2021, Where Birds Sings and Wildflowers Dance





Nature is not a sometimes 
thing for children. It’s an 
everyday thing. 
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the treasures they find…



the discoveries they make…



the creatures they encounter…



the soil their hands…



the mud between their fingers …



the things they create…



the food they grow…



the places they go…
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“The child in nature is an 
endangered species”
Richard Louv, 2005, Last Child in the Woods. 
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Source: Tim Gill,2012 
www.rethinkingchildhood.com 

How much 
has play 

changed?

https://rethinkingchildhood.com/2012/03/15/outdoor-child/


Where do 
children play 

today?
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Checklist for play
Physical play 
Construction play
Imaginary play
Sensory play 
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Physical 
play  









Construction 
play  



What do you 
see? 





Imaginative 
play  







Preschool children use 
richer language in a 
natural environment 
compared to an indoor 
classroom

Richardson and Murray, 2017



Sensory 



The sensory curriculum 
of childhood 
___________________________





We have just as many 
nerves in our feet then we 

do our hands – wearing 
shoes all the time is like 
wearing gloves everyday 



Childhood is an 
‘atmosphere’ 



A deep connection to nature 





Thank you
natureplaysa.org.au

Visit us on

Facebook NaturePlaySA
Instagram @natureplaysa

jason.tyndall@natureplaysa.org.au



Nature Play SA resources (via web)

Educators resource hub
Free online outdoor passport
Family resources
Nature Play SA blog
Subscribe to our newsletter (scroll to bottom of page)
Short video narrated and written by Jason Tyndall

Where Birds Sing and Wildflowers Dance
A book about the flora and fauna of southern Australia – but also features poetry, photography, and 
mindfulness ideas in natural settings.

Price:$49.95
10 % CODE: Book10

There also other items in our online shop

https://natureplaysa.org.au/educators/educators-resource-hub/
https://natureplaysa.org.au/educators/educators-resource-hub/aissa-outdoor-learning-passport-pilot-project/
https://natureplaysa.org.au/families/nature-play-downloads/
https://natureplaysa.org.au/blog/
https://natureplaysa.org.au/
https://vimeo.com/288097215
https://natureplaysa.org.au/product/where-birds-sing-and-wildflowers-dance-by-jason-tyndall-nature-play-sa/
https://natureplaysa.org.au/shop-with-us/shop/

