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Design

 Efficient use of funds

 Material quality, longevity – photo local example – AHG, other?
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I acknowledge the Darug people as the original custodians of the land
on which I am humbled to stand today. I pay my respects to elders past,
present and emerging, and acknowledge the Aboriginal people for their
custodianship of this land.
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Fam



4



5

400,000 > 620,000

188 cultures

182 languages

Established and 
growing

22.8%: 0-14

55.5%: families 
with children

$789 m budget

Large to small 
projects
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Play in Blacktown City – a journey

Pre-2010: meteorite playgrounds
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Play in Blacktown City – a journey

2012 - 2017: Citywide Playground Strategy

(Playgrounds were not captured as an asset let 

alone recognised as critically important 

community infrastructure) 
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Play in Blacktown City – a journey
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2019:



Play in Blacktown City – a journey

2012 - 2021: Refinement of community (and other) consultation processes

• 2012: none

• 2016: mailout to surrounding residents within 500 m walking catchment

• 2017: direct engagement with surrounding schools

• 2018: Blacktown City Councillor engagement:

• (Annual investment in playground upgrades, Range of playgrounds 
required, Acknowledge informal play, Inclusion! Shade provision, Fencing)

• 2019: Change of language – playspace

• 2020: On site announcements, events, online ‘Have Your Say‘

• 2021: Intensify child-friendly consultation initiatives ...
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Fiona Robbe Landscape Architecture 



Play in Blacktown City – a journey

2017: Citywide Playground Strategy
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AECOM



27

2010



28

2014



29

2019



30

2020



31



32



33



Play in Blacktown City – a journey

Older kids, youth spaces?
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Play in Blacktown City – a journey

x
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Aaron Wallis, Playce
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JMD Design
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Play in Blacktown City – a journey
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Play in Blacktown City – a journey

Lessons so far:

• Assess and have others assess how we are being exclusive.

• Bring into play the resources at our disposal: 
• community, Councillors, all budgets.

• Break down the premise that play only happens at playgrounds.

• We must advocate for more and better whole-of-community play opportunities!
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Play in Blacktown City – a journey

Future:

• Help!

• Share your stories with us:

• Planning for kids in CBD plazas
• Planning for kids in CBD streets

• Delivering great outcomes for kids in CBD plazas

• Delivering great outcomes for kids in CBD streets

• Improved, direct engagement with children and youth!
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Thank you!

Matt O‘Connor, Manager Recreation Planning and Design

Blacktown City Council, Sydney NSW

matthew.oconnor@blacktown.nsw.gov.au

0437 183 668

LinkedIn (not very good at it yet!)


