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Note: This presentation has been prepared for Play Australia 
discussion only, and should not be used in lieu of the relevant 
standards. Skatepark design should always be undertaken 
by experienced, competent designers with knowledge of the 
standards and skatepark use.
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- We are an 8 person design practice.

- We have a motto of being “serious about fun...”

- Have worked collectively on over 800 skatepark   
   projects over 20+ years (10 as Playce).

- Essentially we design fun spaces and places in          
   the public realm for young people including social  
   hubs, skateparks, scooter loops, pump tracks, 
   parkour spaces, playgrounds and fitness spaces.

- 3 of our staff are regular skaters.

- We have an office in central Melbourne but work   
  across Australia.

- We love working with young people to create 
  spaces for young people.

Introduction to Playce
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Plaza: Highpoint Plaza Plaza: Highpoint Plaza

Street: Bailey Reserve Skatepark Mini-Ramp: Stockton Skatepark Flow Bowl: Albury Skatepark
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Vert Bowl: Albury Skatepark Snake Run: Box Hill Skatepark

Vert Ramp Pump Track: Wellington Square
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- Standards provide parameters for setting coping 
(Section 6.2.7).

- Correct & consistent coping projection can be 
vital for the safety and usability of a feature.

- Features can require various coping profiles & 
projections.

- Ensure experienced skateboarders & designers 
with skate experience are involved to maximise the 
usability of features.
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- Standards provide parameters for transition 
dimensions in mini ramps / vert ramps (Section 
6.3.6).

- Different transition radii can provide different 
riding experiences, and cater for different styles of 
riders.

- For example, pool bowls may have smaller 
transition radii to recreate the feeling of skating 
a backyard pool, whereas larger bmx bowls may 
have larger transition radii.

- Ensure experienced skateboarders & designers 
with skate experience are involved to maximise the 
usability of features.
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- Standards provide guidelines for safety zones 
around features (Section 6.4).

- Having sufficient run-up & run-out for features is 
important to ensure features can be used as in-
tended.

- Arranging obstacles to provide the correct speed 
& spacing to set-up for tricks is also vital. 

- Skatepark features are often combined to make 
new features & ways to ride.

- Ensure experienced skateboarders & designers 
with skate experience are involved to maximise the 
usability of features.
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- Standards provide guidelines for balustrades / 
barriers (Section 6..2.6).

- The specified dimensions differ from other 
standards, and some proprietary systems.
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- Many safety inspectors are not offering 
assessments of skatepark designs to these 
standards yet.

- Skate experience and knowledge of how features 
can be used is important to approach skatepark 
assessment.

- We currently undertake reviews with Baseplate, 
experienced skate design peers, to provide 
assessments of designs.

Safety Assessments
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