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Why street play 



Practise wisdom 



Kids just want to 
have fun with their 
family and friends 



A desire to connect 
Research has consistently identified “loss of community” as one of the most 
common concerns among contemporary Australians.  That concern is often 
expressed as a regret that local neighbourhoods  
are not functioning as well as they once did.  



Our local streets have great potential 
 

a. physical lay-out, 50-60's development with local quiet roads (show map highlighting quiet streets (crop quiet section of Magill  





‘houses don’t have back yards and we don’t 
feel safe allowing our kids to play on streets or 

at local parks and we are time poor’ 
 

2012 OPAL Community Consultation 
 





Screen free camping is a great way for 
children to enjoy free play 



Evidence base 



Children and parents are products of 

system enablers & barriers 

Public Policy,  Plans 
and Procedures 
Playgrounds and parks 
Walking & cycling 
Car planning 
People planning 
Risk-benefit 
Risk aversion 
Sense of place 
Liveability 
More car parks 
Urban regeneration 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Community 
Children friendly cities 
alliances 
Economic 
development 
 
Organisation 
Play not valued in school 
curriculum 

 
Interpersonal 
Culture of parenting 
Re-living childhood 
Face: face connecting 

 
 
 
 





Evidence base 

> Time outdoors all time low.  

> ½ Kids free time on screens 

> Scheduled after school life, 
smaller back yards, risk 
aversion & concerns 
unsupervised park and 
school travel.  

 



Policy & political environment 





Active Travel 

Active Leisure 

Parks and Places 

Physical Activity 

http://playingout.net/ 

http://playingout.net/
http://playingout.net/


How street play 



Planning 





Goal: Increase access to street play  
 

Children planning Costs, benefits and factors 

> Fun and freedom 

> Time with family and 
friends 

> Screens 

> Not normal (anymore) 

> Parents permission 

> Friend’s parents permission 

 



Increase ACCEPTABILITY for street play  
 

Entity planning Costs, benefits and factors 

> Contribute to community 
connection and wellbeing 

> Innovation (real and 
branding)  

> Strategic plans actioned 

> Comfort zone 

> Too busy, too scared 

 



Implementation 
2 street trial objective: 

A positive experience for decision makers  
 



Implementation Strategies 
 

 

– Volunteer recruitment 

– Council working group 

– Risk and event planning 

– Community engagement 

– Resources development 

– Project management  

 

See http://www.campbelltown.sa.gov.au/OPAL 

 

 

 

 

http://www.campbelltown.sa.gov.au/OPAL


Street Play Coordinator meets 
Council  



People skills 

Street Play 
coordinator 

• Good ‘party’ host 

• Understands common 
sense duty of care 

• Already has 
neighbourhood 
connections 

• Critical mass of families 
with young children 

Council Play role... 
• Customer service & 

procedures 

• Understand bigger picture 

• Understand child 
development 

    .....more than 
playgrounds 



Key elements: 4 Simple Steps 
 

 1. Get permission and 
support  

2. Talk to your neighbours 
and set a date 

3. Tell everyone  

4. Enjoy the day! 

 



Proactive and positive promotion 
with local residents 







Promotional and welcoming 
signage 











Take every opportunity to 
reclaim the road 







BYO street play gear and 
neighbourhood cheer 





Traffic 
management 
getting into the 
street play spirit 

































http://www.campbelltown.sa.gov.au/cyclingthesuburbs 
 

http://www.campbelltown.sa.gov.au/cyclingthesuburbs


Evaluation 



Evaluation Strategies 

 
 

– Action research  

– Process; Project management record keeping 

– No. of street play events and attendance rates 

– Structural changes 

– Stakeholder and community satisfaction 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Evaluation Outcomes 
 

 

– Action research key learning's  

– 12 street play events.  ~ 700 attended 

– Embedded into Council neighbourhood 
development strategy 

– +ve Resident and council satisfaction 

 

 

 

 

 



Resident and 
council satisfaction 

‘How great is this’ 

 

Great idea, get to know your 
neighbour – love it 

 

We did have such a fabulous 

afternoon. We were able to 
meet many people we 

hadn’t met before and the kids 

had a wonderful time playing 
all sorts of games, scooters, bikes, 
skipping, tug of war and generally 
taking over the street....everyone 
seemed quite keen for it to be a 
yearly event 
 

 

 

 



Next steps 



Review other projects 

> http://playingout.net/ 

 

> http://www.charlessturt.sa.
gov.au/StreetMeet  

 

> http://www.campbelltown.
sa.gov.au/OPAL 

 

 

 

http://playingout.net/
http://www.charlessturt.sa.gov.au/StreetMeet
http://www.charlessturt.sa.gov.au/StreetMeet
http://www.campbelltown.sa.gov.au/OPAL
http://www.campbelltown.sa.gov.au/OPAL


Conclusion 
 




